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equipped with a fixed, self-priming,
powered, bilge pump connected to a
bilge manifold.

(d) If a bilge pump required by para-
graph (a) of this section is portable, it
must be provided with a suitable suc-
tion hose of adequate length to reach
the bilges of each watertight compart-
ment it must serve and with a dis-
charge hose of adequate length to en-
sure overboard discharge. A portable
pump must be capable of dewatering
each space it serves at a rate of at least
2 inches (51 millimeters) of water depth
per minute.

(e) Except for a fire pump required by
§ 28.315, a bilge pump may be used for
other purposes.

(f) Except where an individual pump
is provided for a separate space or for a
portable pump, each individual bilge
suction line must be led to a manifold.
Each bilge suction line must be pro-
vided with a stop valve at the manifold
and a check valve at some accessible
point in the bilge line to prevent unin-
tended flooding of a space.

(g) Each bilge suction line and
dewatering system suction must be
fitted with a suitable strainer to pre-
vent clogging of the suction line.
Strainers must have an open area of
not less than three times the open area
of the suction line.

(h) Each vessel must comply with the
oil pollution prevention requirements
of 33 CFR parts 151 and 155.

§ 28.260 Electronic position fixing de-
vices.

Each vessel 79 feet (24 meters) or
more in length must be equipped with
an electronic position fixing device ca-
pable of providing accurate fixes for
the area in which the vessel operates.

§ 28.265 Emergency instructions.
(a) Except as provided in paragraphs

(b) and (c) of this section, each vessel
must have emergency instructions
posted in conspicuous locations acces-
sible to the crew.

(b) The instructions identified in
paragraphs (d)(6), (d)(7), (d)(8), and
(d)(9) of this section, may be kept read-
ily available as an alternative to post-
ing.

(c) On a vessel which operates with
less than 4 individuals on board, the

emergency instructions may be kept
readily available as an alternative to
posting.

(d) The emergency instructions re-
quired by this section must identify at
least the following information, as ap-
propriate for the vessel:

(1) The survival craft embarkation
stations aboard the vessel and the sur-
vival craft to which each individual is
assigned;

(2) The fire and emergency signal and
the abandon ship signal;

(3) If immersion suits are provided,
the location of the suits and illustrated
instructions on the method for donning
the suits;

(4) Procedures for making a distress
call, such as:

(i) Make sure your communication
equipment is on.

(ii) Select 156.8 MHz (VHF channel
16), 2182 kHz, or other distress fre-
quency used in your area of operation.
Note: VHF channel 16 and 2182 kHz on
SSB are for emergency and calling pur-
poses only.

(iii) Press microphone button and
speaking slowly—clearly—calmly say:
‘‘Mayday—Mayday—Mayday’’

(iv) Say: ‘‘This is the M/V (Insert
name of your vessel), (Insert name of
your vessel), (Insert name of your ves-
sel), Over.’’

(v) Release the microphone button
briefly and listen for acknowledgment.
If no one answers, repeat steps in para-
graphs (d)(4) (iii) and (iv) of this sec-
tion.

(vi) If there is still no answer, or if
the Coast Guard or another vessel re-
sponds, say: ‘‘Mayday—This is the M/V
(Insert Name of Your Vessel).’’

(vii) Describe your position using
latitude and longitude coordinates,
LORAN coordinate, or range and bear-
ing from a known point.

(viii) State the nature of the distress.
(ix) Give number of individuals

aboard and the nature of any injuries.
(x) Estimate the present seaworthi-

ness of your vessel.
(xi) Describe your vessel: (Insert

length, color, hull type, trim, masts,
power, and any additional distin-
guishing features).

(xii) Say: ‘‘I will be listening on
Channel 16/2182 (or other channel mon-
itored).’’
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